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Introduction 
 

Three years ago the Terre Haute Parks Board and Friends of Rea Park, Inc. agreed to partner to improve 
the facilities and programs at historic Rea Park.  In 2016, architectural drawings and cost estimates for a 
restored Rea Park clubhouse were presented to the parks board.   
 
This report proposes a total revitalization of Rea Park.  It includes project rationale, a clubhouse 
feasibility study, and park master plan.   
 
During our research, we learned Χ  
 

¶ The restoration of Rea Park can greatly benefit Terre Haute residents, young and old alike.   It 
promotes healthy living and life-long sports.   

¶ ¢ƘŜ Ŏƻǎǘ ƻŦ wŜŀ tŀǊƪΩǎ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǊŜŀǎƻƴŀōƭŜ ǿƘŜƴ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ōŜƛƴƎ 
considered by local government.   

¶ Rea Park is located in a strategic location, near the busiest part of town.  Establishing new 
partnerships between businesses, local schools, healthcare providers, Westminster Village and 
our city parks department should be explored.  Investment in this project by private companies, 
individuals, and other governmental units should be encouraged.  

¶ Despite having excellent schools, an ideal geographic location, and modern infrastructure, the 
health of Vigo County residents has fallen to a new low, so low that it may be THE FACTOR that 
is keeping new business and industry from relocating to our community.  In 2016, Vigo County 
ranked 91st out of 92 Indiana counties in obesity, tobacco use, alcohol use, and drug use.     

 

This proposal recommends city government Χ   

¶ Restore the historic clubhouse into an all inclusive activity center, replace the tennis courts, 
modernize the driving range, establish a running/walking trail around the park, and develop a 
park space for picnickers with playground equipment for families to enjoy. 

¶ Seek vendors who will operate businesses within the park, sharing a percentage of their profits 
to be invested back into Rea Park.  These could include a restaurant/catering vendor to locate in 
the newly renovated clubhouse; a company to fully develop the driving range; and the 
establishment of a racket sports/ fitness center.  These businesses could add thousands of 
dollars of revenue each year.       

 
Rea Park is a treasure.  Long ago it was one of ¢ŜǊǊŜ IŀǳǘŜΩǎ shining stars.  Lit up at night, patrons could 
see the grand clubhouse while driving along South Seventh Street.  This plan provides a roadmap for its 
renewal ŀƴŘ ŀ ǇŀǘƘǿŀȅ ǘƻ άǊŜƭƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ Ǝƭƻǿέ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ǎƻǳǘƘ ǎƛŘŜ. 
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Friends of Rea Park Belief Statements 
 
1. Friends of Rea Park, Inc. believes the city of Terre Haute is obligated to honor the vision of park 

donors Geraldine and William S. Rea.  The guidelines set forth in the contractual agreement it 

signed with the Rea Family in 1922 should be followed. 

William S. Rea was a prominent Terre Haute grocer and retailer who died in 1919.  He left the 

substantial sum of $100,000, $1.5 million in 2016 dollars, to establish a public park on the south side 

of Terre Haute.   

One hundred and sixty acres of prime farm land were purchased by the Rea estate to be used for 

the golf course and other park features.   The Rea family estate and the city of Terre Haute signed an 

agreement in 1922 formally establishing William S. Rea Park.  On September 10, 1925, the park was 

deeded to the city.  At the dedication ceremony that evening, Mayor Davis declared Rea Park to be 

άǘƘŜ ŦƛƴŜǎǘ ƳǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭ ƎƻƭŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΦέ   

By the end of 1925, an 18-hole golf course, a magnificent clubhouse, and several tennis courts had 

been constructed.   

An agreement between the city of Terre Haute and the William Rea estate was signed in 1922.  It 

calls for the city to forever retain the name of the park as William S. Rea Park, and forever maintain 

ŀƴŘ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦȅ ƛǘǎΩ ƎǊƻǳƴŘǎ.    

Friends of Rea Park, Inc. believes the potential of Rea Park to serve the citizens of Terre Haute is not 

being fully realized.  ¢ƻŘŀȅ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƪΩǎ ŎƭǳōƘƻǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘŜƴƴƛǎ facilities sit in disarray.  The historic 

clubhouse has seen routine maintenance deferred so often, it has fallen into a state of decay.  

Tennis courts are old and outdated, and are nearly in unusable condition.   

In 2015, the city parks board approved the addition of a new roof on the clubhouse at the cost of 

over $30,000.  This is an indication the city parks board is serious about wanting to preserve the 

historic clubhouse and grounds.         

While a section describing the renewal of Rea Park exists in ǘƘŜ ¢ŜǊǊŜ IŀǳǘŜ tŀǊƪǎ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ 

current master plan, the Friends of Rea Park, Inc. study is the first detailed, site-specific plan written 

for the park since it was created in the 1920s.        
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2. Friends of Rea Park, Inc. sees a revitalized Rea Park increasing civic pride while preserving our 

culture, our past traditions, and our heritage.      

hƴ !ǇǊƛƭ мфΣ нлмтΣ wŜŀ tŀǊƪΩǎ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƻƴ LƴŘƛŀƴŀΩǎ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 

considered by the Indiana Historic Preservation Board.  Friends of Rea Park, Inc. has supported the 

effort to place the park on historic state and federal registers from its inception.  Our intent has 

ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜŜƴ ǘƻ άǊŜƭƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ Ǝƭƻǿέ ƻŦ wŜŀ tŀǊƪΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ŎƭǳōƘƻǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ƎǊƻǳƴŘǎΦ  Lǘ ƛǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ 

remain, a beloved Terre Haute landmark.   

!ŦǘŜǊ wŜŀ tŀǊƪΩǎ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘΣ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƻƴ LƴŘƛŀƴŀΩǎ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ǇƭŀŎŜǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ 

state will then forward the Rea application to the U.S. Department of Interior for placement on the 

federal register of historic places, which could occur as soon as June, 2017.     

Being listed on the national register is federal recognition that Rea Park is a place of significance.  

People think highly of the national register.  It is a recognition factor that organizations can use to 

obtain needed resources, whether they come in the form of a grant from a foundation, 

governmental agency, or business; or a donation from a private individual.    

Placement on the federal register sends a message to our community.  In rehabilitating Rea Park, we 

ŀǊŜ ǊŜǎǘƻǊƛƴƎ ŀ ǇƛŜŎŜ ƻŦ ¢ŜǊǊŜ IŀǳǘŜΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ŦŀōǊƛŎΦ  hǳǊ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΣ ƻǳǊ ŎǳǎǘƻƳǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƛƭƭ 

be in better hands given this designation.  We think future generations may look back years from 

now and thank us for preserving this wonderful park. 

wŜŀ tŀǊƪΩǎ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ŦǳƴŘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜǊǊŜ IŀǳǘŜ tŀǊƪǎ .ƻŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ƎǳƛŘŜŘ ōȅ LƴŘƛŀƴŀ [ŀƴŘƳŀǊƪǎΣ 

Inc. 

 

3. Friends of Rea Park, Inc. believes the city of Terre Haute should upgrade existing properties that 

hold potential before building new venues of similar purpose.   

wŜŀ tŀǊƪ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ¢ŜǊǊŜ IŀǳǘŜΩǎ ƻƭŘŜǎǘ ǇŀǊƪǎΦ  Lǘ ǎƛǘǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ŘŜŎƭƛƴŜΦ   

Before city government considers spending funds on other locations that offer equivalent or similar 

services, it seems reasonable the repair and significant upgrading of Rea Park take precedence over 

any new recreational projects.   

 

 

 

 

 



 Page 8 
 

4. Friends of Rea Park, Inc. believes the culture of Terre Haute must be changed.  Improving the 

health of our citizens should be a top priority of city and county governments.        

Poor report.  ¢ŜǊǊŜ IŀǳǘŜΩǎ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƛŘŜŀƭΣ ǎƛǘǘƛƴƎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ /ƘƛŎŀƎƻΣ {ǘΦ [ƻǳƛǎΣ ŀƴŘ LƴŘƛŀƴŀǇƻƭƛǎΦ  

Our city is fortunate to have an outstanding infrastructure system with railroads, national and 

interstate highways, and world-class technology and electric power grids within its boundaries.   

¢ŜǊǊŜ IŀǳǘŜΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŦŜƭƭ ŦǊƻƳ тнΣллл ƛƴ мфсл ǘƻ слΣулл ƛƴ нлмрΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ƭƻǎǎ ƻŦ over 11,000 

people, or roughly 16 percent of our populace.   Over this same period, major employers including 

Stran Steel, Anaconda, J.I. Case and Pfizer have left Terre Haute and Vigo County, taking with them 

hundreds of high-paying, family-supporting jobs. 

[ƛƪŜ Ƴŀƴȅ aƛŘǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ ŎƛǘƛŜǎΣ ¢ŜǊǊŜ IŀǳǘŜΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ Ƙŀǎ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜŘ ƛƴ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ  ±ƛƎƻ /ƻǳƴǘȅ 

statistics show adult unemployment, the percentage of children living in poverty, the percentage of 

children living in a single parent home, and the percentage of residents living in poverty all stand 

significantly above Indiana state averages.   

Companies seeking to relocate to an area look for healthy workers.  They seek a population that has 

the work skills needed to compete in a world-wide economy.    

Terre Haute is fortunate to have a good system of K-12 public schools, an outstanding community 

college in Ivy Tech, a well-respected four-year institution in Indiana State University, and one of our 

ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ǊŀǘŜŘΣ Ƴƻǎǘ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘŜŘ ŜƴƎƛƴŜŜǊƛƴƎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ƛƴ wƻǎŜ-Hulman Institute of 

Technology.  They do an excellent job of giving students the skills neŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǳŎŎŜŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ 

workforce.  These educational organizations are some of our ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ŀǎǎŜǘǎΦ    

Yet, while positive, these factors have not been enough to attract new business and industry to our 

area.  It may be that to attract outside interest in Terre Haute, an effort must begin to increase the 

health of those living in our county.         

Current data.   County Health Rankings is a web site that compiles local, state and federal statistical 

data.  Using various statistical methods, each year County Health Rankings assigns a health ranking 

to every county in the United States.     

±ƛƎƻ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǊŀƴƪƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŀōƭŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǇŀƎŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǘŀōƭŜ ǎƘƻǿǎ ±ƛƎƻ 

County has an unhealthy population when compared to other counties in the Hoosier state, ranking 

near the bottom in nearly every health category.   
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VIGO COUNTY HEALTH RANKINGS 
2011 thru 2016 

Out of 92 Indiana Counties 
 

Category 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 

HEALTH OUTCOMES 58 59 65 65 68 75 

Length of Life 
Premature Death 

59 56 67 67 70 73 

Quality of Life 
Poor or Fair Health, Poor Physical Condition, Poor Mental Health,  

and Low Birth Weight, etc. 

67 62 57 62 60 76 

HEALTH FACTORS 75 61 72 72 74 86 

Health Behavior 
Adult Smoking, Adult Obesity, Food Environment Index, Physical Inactivity, Access 

to Exercise Opportunities, Excessive Drinking, Alcohol-Impaired Driving Deaths, 
Sexually Transmitted Infections,  

and Teen Births, etc. 

77 49 60 61 57 91 

Physical Environment 
Air Pollution, Drinking Water Violations, Severe Housing Problems,  

and Commutes to Work, etc.  

38 61 66 74 75 88 

Socio-Economic Factors 
 Educational Level, Unemployment, Income Inequality, Children Living in Poverty, 

Children Living in a Single Parent Home,   
and Violent Crime, etc.   

75 74 74 80 82 85 

Clinical Care 
Uninsured, Primary Care Physicians, Dentists, Mental Health Providers, 

Preventable Hospital Stays, and Diabetic Monitoring, etc. 

28 18 47 53 47 41 

 

Vigo County health rankings have dropped significantly over the past five years.  In the two 

major categories of health outcomes and health factors, Vigo County now rates in the bottom 

нл ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ LƴŘƛŀƴŀΩǎ фн ŎƻǳƴǘƛŜǎΦ  

In every health category ±ƛƎƻ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǎǘŀǘŜ ǊŀƴƪƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƭƻǿŜǊ ƛƴ нлмс ǘƘŀƴ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ нлммΦ  Lƴ 

some cases, the drop has been significant.  These data support the realization that the overall 

health status of citizens in Vigo County is getting worse, not better.   When it comes to drinking, 

smoking, alcohol use, and drug use, our county ranks above only one other county in Indiana.  

Ninety counties rank ahead of Vigo County.   

The health rankings of the state of Indiana from 2011 on are displayed in the table on the 

following page.  The data show our state consistently ranks near or in the bottom 20% of all 50 

states.     

Vigo County has one of the poorest poor heath rankings within a state that has one of the 

poorest health rankings in the U.S.  This cannot be good news for those trying to persuade new 

businesses to relocate to our city.                    

 
 
 



 Page 10 
 

HEALTH RANKINGS ς UNITED STATES 
Indiana Out of 50 States  

!ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ IŜŀƭǘƘ wŀƴƪƛƴƎǎ όUnited Health Foundation) 

 

Year 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 

Rank 42nd  39th  39th  39th  39th  41st    

 

What can be done?  ¢ƘŜ ŘŜŎƭƛƴŜ ƛƴ ±ƛƎƻ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ǊŀƴƪƛƴƎǎ ŎƻƛƴŎƛŘŜs with major reductions in 

funding allocated for recreational ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ōǳŘƎŜǘΦ  ¢ŜǊǊŜ IŀǳǘŜΩǎ park 

department budget had been reduced by nearly a third in recent years.      

Friends of Rea Park, Inc. believes city and county governments must take note of these poor 

rankings.  If local governments want to raise the level of health in Vigo County, if they want our 

community to grow and prosper, they must begin to focus their efforts toward improving the health 

of all living in Vigo County.     

They need to begin investing in recreation infrastructure and health programming.  Our population 

is aging.  Many of our seniors are seeking facilities having the equipment and programs needed to 

maintain a healthy lifestyle.  We must make them available.   

A good start for the city of Terre Haute might be to replace tax monies that have been cut from past 

park and recreation budgets.  Seeking grant funds from public and private foundations, soliciting 

donations from private donors, and encouraging private investment in public projects are excellent 

ways to support local health initiatives, too.          

!ōǊŀƘŀƳ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴ ǎŀƛŘΣ άDƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ Řƻ ǿƘŀǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ Řƻ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ƻǊ ōȅ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ 

ŜŦŦƻǊǘΦέ  Lǘ ƛǎ ŎƭŜŀǊ ±ƛƎƻ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ cannot provide major recreational facilities and programs 

on their own.  Most do not have the resources available to them to join private clubs.  Instead, they 

depend upon local government to improve their lives through collective means.  The leadership of 

governing bodies such as the Terre Haute City Council, the Vigo County Council, and the Vigo County 

School Board must begin to see health and wellness as an important part of our ŎƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ 

agenda.     

Change needed.  Our culture and priorities must change.  We must place the health of our citizens 

first.  The rehabilitation of historic Rea Park is as much an economic development initiative as it is 

one of health and wellness.   

If we want growing companies to look at Terre Haute, we must change our health habits.  Modern 

organizations look for healthy cities and towns whose people are physically fit and mentally work 

ready.   
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Economic development is much like a three-legged stool.  Using this analogy, the first leg consists of 

workforce readiness skills and attributes, and the institutions that develop them.  The second leg 

ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŦƛǎŎŀƭ ƳŜŀƴǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ ŀƴŘ 

last leg, the one that seems to be missing in Vigo County, could represent the health and wellness of 

ƛǘǎΩ ǇƻǇǳƭŀŎŜΦ  LŦ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻƻƭΩǎ ƭŜƎǎ ƛǎ wobbly or missing, the stool becomes unstable.    

Our community needs to create an economic development plan that has all three legs functioning 

equally.  A strategy to improve Vigo CouƴǘȅΩǎ health and fitness should be a priority of this plan.    

    

5. Friends of Rea Park, Inc. believes mutually beneficial relationships between the park and the Terre 

Haute community should be established.  They have the potential to significantly impact the 

health and well-being of all living in Vigo County.  They have the potential to help Rea Park 

ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ƛǘǎΩ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ōƻǘǘƻƳ ƭƛƴŜΦ         

Rea Park has two advantages that could help it become a great park for both city and county 

residents.   

 

First, it is a park, not a golf course.  It is a large tract of land - 160 acres - with tennis courts, a driving 

range, and a historic clubhouse of nearly 12 thousand square feet.  The clubhouse can be renovated 

into a park activity center for significantly less money than a new building of the same size and 

quality.  The ǇŀǊƪΩǎ venues beg to be upgraded into revenue-making businesses that can improve 

wŜŀ tŀǊƪΩǎ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ōƻǘǘƻƳ ƭƛƴŜΦ   

 

Second, tƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ŀǘǘǊƛōǳǘŜ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ wŜŀ tŀǊƪΩǎ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ  Lǘ ǎƛǘǎ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊgest consumer base in 

west central Indiana.  The busy Honey Creek Square area off of Interstate 70 and U.S. Highway 41 

South swells each day with shoppers and employees.   

 

On the west side adjoining park property stands Terre Haute South High School, with nearly two 

thousand students.  Sarah Scott and Honey Creek middle schools, and Fuqua Elementary School lie 

ƴŜŀǊŜǊ wŜŀ tŀǊƪ ǘƘŀƴ 5ŜƳƛƴƎ tŀǊƪΦ  ¢ŜǊǊŜ IŀǳǘŜΩǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊΣ ¢ŜǊǊŜ IŀǳǘŜ 

Regional Hospital, and Westminster Village, the largest retirement center in the Wabash Valley, are 

located directly across the street.  aŀƴȅ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ƳŀƧƻǊ ƘƻǘŜƭǎ, restaurants, and retail stores 

are within a half-mile radius of the park. 

 

We encourage members of our parks board to consider the possibilities Rea Park presents to our 

community.  Can we use Rea Park to increase the number of Vigo County residents wanting to live 

an active, healthy lifestyle?  Can we form partnerships that will result in opportunities for our 

students to learn more about the benefits of personal fitness and well being?  What programs could 

be offered at Rea Park that would impact people of all ages?  In general, how can we maximize this 

wonderful gift that Mr. and Mrs. Rea have given our community?     
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Friends of Rea Park, Inc. ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎ Χ 

Terre Haute Regional Hospital could use the park as a base to share its expertise.   The hospital 

might use park facilities to conduct health education programs or forums.  It could use park 

facilities to assist patients in overcoming cardiac and orthopedic challenges.  Experiences could 

be developed for people of all ages ς children through adults ς ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘŜ wŜŀ tŀǊƪΩǎ 

tennis, golf, walking, and running facilities with health education.  Should a fitness or tennis 

center ever be established at the park, the hospital could play a major role in its operation.     

The Vigo County School Corporation could have the most to gain.  The VCSC has been hosting 

events for school-age athletes at the park since it opened in the 1920s.  Golf, tennis, cross 

country matches, and physical education classes are regularly conducted on Rea Park grounds.  

There is no doubt students would benefit from restored and updated facilities, those on varsity 

teams, as well as those participating in intramural or summertime programs.  

The VCSC is considering renovating or constructing a new high school on the present site of 

Terre Haute South.  How can Rea Park assist the school district in making this transition?  Is 

there a possibility for sharing sports facilities as the park and school sit directly across South 

Seventh Street from each other?  Could this be a way to avoid duplication of facilities and 

services, saving taxpayers money?     

 A newly renovated clubhouse would be an inviting place for students to gather, and for the 

school to conduct extra-curricular activities.  Internship experiences, such as working in the 

clubhouse food and beverage service, or as part of the grounds crew, could be developed for 

high school pupils.    

Non-profit organizations conduct fundraising events each year at Rea Park.  Hundreds of 

thousands of dollars have been raised over the years for good causes.  Most use the golf course, 

but not the clubhouse due to its deteriorating, aging condition.  Would additional business come 

to Rea Park if the clubhouse were renovated?   Updating the historic clubhouse remains the top 

priority, as it may well have the biggest impact on park services.           

Our parks board should consider ŜƴƎŀƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƪΩǎ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊǎ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ them how Rea Park can 

best meet their needs, as well as the types of facilities and programs they would like to see 

developed.   
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6. Friends of Rea Park, Inc. believes the investment to rehabilitate Rea Park is minimal compared to 

other community projects now being considered.  It has the potential for maximum returns, 

helping to improve the health of people of all ages.            

The total cost to renew Rea Park, including the historic clubhouse and grounds, is in the 4 to 4.5 

million dollar range.  This is a reasonable investment when compared to other community projects 

now being considered by city and county governments.      

¶ $75 million for a renovated Hulman Center  

¶ $68 million for a new county jail  

¶ $10 million for a new city police station   

¶ $10 million for a new school aquatic center in Voorhees Park. 
 

Of these, only the aquatic center emphasizes health and wellness.  None are comprised of 

recreational facilities that would offer open, year-round access to the public and to persons of all 

ages.       

As for Rea Park, there has been no significant investment in the historic clubhouse for over 30 years.  

The tennis courts were resurfaced in 2004, but are now in dire need of upgrading after 13 years.   

Friends of Rea Park, Inc. suggests the city of Terre Haute consider the Rea Park rehabilitation project 

an effort to promote healthy living for people residing in the Terre Haute area.  New facilities and 

services suggested in this study could have a dramatic impact on our community, from both health 

and economic development perspectives.  The project could be done in stages, lessening the impact 

on yearly budgets.      
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7. Friends of Rea Park, Inc. suggests new revenue streams should be developed at the park that will 

move it toward self-sustainability.   

Friends of Rea Park, Inc. sees great potential in Rea Park.  While the golf course remains in good 

condition, other areas of the park need to be developed.  The following are ideas that need to be 

considered:           

Food and beverage.  Once the historic 1925 clubhouse is rehabilitated, it can serve the park as an 

activity center as originally envisioned in 1922 by Mrs. Rea and city leaders.   

A private vendor could operate this business, with a percentage of the profits going to the city.  

Operations could be year round.  A local vendor who is successful and well regarded would be the 

best candidate.  The clubhouse could host all kinds of social and civic groups, especially non-profit 

organizations using the golf course to conduct fundraising activities.     

Weddings and social events requiring a small space could be promoted.  Food and beverage services 

could be made available to golf, tennis, jogging, and family park patrons, or any other group visiting 

the park.  Holiday parties could be conducted at the clubhouse as well.    

At the present time, Rea Park does not serve hot food.   

Tennis center.  A new tennis center facility at Rea Park could be built on the southwest end of the 

park.  The current location is in a wet area, with water often permeating through the courts after a 

good rain.            

Rather than building new courts for recreational play, Friends of Rea Park, Inc. suggests a new tennis 

center could be built on Rea Park property.  It could be designed much like the tennis center located 

in EvansvƛƭƭŜΣ LbΩǎ ²ŜǎǎŜƭƳŀƴ tŀǊƪΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ŎŜƴǘŜǊ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎŜǊǾŜ ǇŀǘǊƻƴǎ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ŀƎŜǎΣ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

games of tennis and pickle ball as life-long sports.   It would encourage a steady stream of players 

using wŜŀ tŀǊƪΩǎ courts in future years.      

A new tennis center could double as a place for Terre Haute South High School to stage its matches, 

and the Terre Haute Tennis Association to conduct its competitions.  Summertime programs could 

be developed that would encourage students from nearby Sarah Scott, Honey Creek, Fuqua, and 

Dixie Bee schools to take up the game.   

A fee schedule for the use of tennis and pickle ball facilities would support the maintenance of court 

areas, keeping them in playable condition.  Tennis professionals now using park facilities to teach 

students for free, would be asked to pay a facility usage fee.  Management of the tennis center 

could be contracted out to a private vender much like the food and beverage service would in a 

renovated Rea Park clubhouse, with a percentage going to Rea Park.     

The Terre Haute Parks Board may want to consider granting a long-term contract to any private 

investor who would assist in the building of a new tennis center on the Rea Park property.        
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Fitness center.  Friends of Rea Park, Inc. believes a great deal of expertise surrounds Rea Park.  Terre 

Haute South High School, Terre Haute Regional Hospital, Westminster Village, and businesses in the 

Honey Creek Square area are located nearby.  The possibility of a partnership being created among 

these organizations should be studied.   Discussion centering around a fitness facility being built on 

Rea Park property near a new tennis learning center should be undertaken.   

Could Terre Haute Regional Hospital, given their expertise in health and wellness, share their 

knowledge with park patrons, Terre Haute South students, and seniors living in Westminster?  With 

proper facilities on hand at a Rea Park facility, training and fitness programs could be developed at 

all levels for all ages.  Even individuals in outpatient rehabilitation programs at THRH might benefit 

from such an arrangement.   

Facilities at Rea Park, the kind discussed in this proposal, could be used to help deliver these new 

programs.  If properly developed, programs such as these could be a win-win situation for all 

involved.   

Golf academy learning center.   The driving range facility at Rea is located at the northwest end of 

the park.  It is a minimal facility.  A large tee box, small sand trap, and flag pins are all that comprise 

the range.       

Rea Park golf course is an expensive facility to operate and maintain.  It is important programs that 

teach aspects of the game of golf be developed so a continuous stream of golfers can be maintained 

over time.  A golf academy could be planned and built on the driving range site at Rea Park.  New 

golf academy amenities might include: 

¶ Concrete driving pads with mats for year-round use.   

¶ Covered hitting areas that could be used in off season periods. 

¶ An indoor facility with one or two golf simulators. 

¶ An outdoor short game area featuring a new practice green and bunkers.  This could be 

located at the north end of the current range for use with beginners through advanced 

players. 

Academy staff would be committed to making golf more accessible and affordable.  They would 

serve young children through seniors.  The academy could be open year round, ensuring golfers 

throughout the city always have a place to gather, practice and play.      

Instructional programs for students at Terre Haute South and other nearby schools could be 

conducted during school hours and outside of the regular school day.  Other activities at this facility 

might include golf exhibitions, repairing clubs, and fitting golfers for new golf equipment.   An effort 

could be made to employ teens from Terre Haute South High School or work-study students from 

Indiana State University at the golf learning center. 
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The Terre Haute Parks Board might want to consider granting a long-term contract to any private 

investor who would be willing to establish a golf learning center or golf academy on Rea Park 

property.  A percentage of the profits could be shared with Rea Park.          

Family park area.  Newspaper articles from the Terre Haute Tribune and Terre Haute Star written 

around the time Rea Park was originally being planned and developed demonstrate Mr. and Mrs. 

wŜŀΩǎ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƻŦ ŀ ǇŀǊƪΣ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ƎƻƭŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΦ 

Non-golf activity areas such as picnic areas, tennis courts, ball fields and the possibility of a 

swimming pool were all mentioned by park founders as amenities that might be added to Rea Park 

in later years.  The historic clubhouse was built not as a domain exclusive to golfers, but as an 

ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ŎŜƴǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǇŀǊƪ ǇŀǘǊƻƴǎΦ  ²ƘƛƭŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ƛƴ wŜŀ tŀǊƪΩǎ 

early years, the idea that they could be built still exists today. 

Park patrons could use a dedicated space to picnic or gather for other activities.  A playground, 

splash pad and picnic shelter are just a few features that could be included in this area.  This new 

venue in Rea Park would encourage citizens to visit, even if they are not golfing or playing tennis.  

Relaxing in a park-like setting, having lunch at the clubhouse, and enjoying the site of golfers and 

tennis players at work on their games would be possible for those who just want to enjoy a public 

park setting on the south side of Terre Haute.            

 Perimeter walking trail.  The Terre Haute Parks Department is home to one of the finest trail 

systems in the state of Indiana.  These trails have been of great benefit to those living in Vigo County 

who enjoy biking, hiking, walking and running.  

wŜŀ tŀǊƪ ƛǎ ƘƻƳŜ ǘƻ ¢ŜǊǊŜ IŀǳǘŜ {ƻǳǘƘ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ŎǊƻǎǎ-country team, which hosts several 

running events each year.  West Vigo students also use Rea Park during the cross country season, as 

well as runners from Sarah Scott and Honey Creek middle schools.    

Developing a perimeter trail around Rea Park would be beneficial to both students and the general 

public.   The layout of this trail will make it possible to connect Rea Park to the ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ǘǊŀƛƭ 

system.   
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8. Friends of Rea Park, Inc. believes private investment in Rea Park should be encouraged.  

Lƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ŦƛǎŎŀƭ environment, it is not unusual for city governments to seek out private investment 

in some form to assist in providing services or building new facilities.  Municipal budgets around the 

country are tightening.  Tax revenues are falling due to tax freezes or outright tax elimination.   

In Terre Haute, the city budget has been the focus of numerous newspaper articles and TV news 

reports.  Our budget deficit dilemma has been a constant headline in the media, and a source of 

much public debate.   

At Rea Park, no long-term, public-private agreements exist.  It is managed and supervised by city 

employees.  Facilities are underutilized.  Maximum potential of the park is not being realized.       

Friends of Rea Park, Inc. encourages city government to take advantage of the location and size of 

Rea Park.   Agreements with individuals and/or businesses that want to partner with the city should 

be encouraged.  Expertise can be cultivated and shared, the result being Rea Park patrons will enjoy 

a higher grade of service and facilities.   

An example of this may be contracting the food and beverage service for Rea Park where no service 

now exists.  An operator could be asked to fully develop the driving range into a golf learning 

academy.  Private investors could be asked to invest in a tennis center and/or fitness center on park 

property.  Public/private partnerships have worked in other cities, they can work in Terre Haute.     

Bringing programs and facilities to park patrons that promote a healthy life style is what our city 

should focus on.  Ways to assist city government in eliminating our fiscal deficits, while enhancing 

park services and facilities, merits further investigation.  If city government cannot afford to go it 

alone, they should consider asking the private sector for assistance.     
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Clubhouse Feasibility Study 
Sanders and Associates, Inc. Architects 
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A. Park History  

 

William S. Rea Park is located at 3500 South 7th Street, and is bordered by Davis Avenue to the north, 

Royse Drive to the south, and an old railroad spur to the east.   

 

It occupies 160 acres, which contains an 18-hole, par 72 golf course that plays 6,482 yards from the back 

tee boxes.  The course rating is 69.8 and has a slope rating of 113.  Rea Park also has a practice green, 

driving range, caretaker house, maintenance facilities, cart barn, and a large clubhouse, along with nine 

tennis courts.   

 

The course was designed by Lawrence Sheridan, a prominent landscape architect of the early 1900s.  It 

opened for play in 1922 when the first nine holes were completed.  The second nine was opened in 

September of 1925.   

 

Terre Haute native William S. Rea, who died in 1919, left $100,000 in his will to purchase land to develop 

¢ŜǊǊŜ IŀǳǘŜΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ municipal golf course.  His widow, Geraldine, would donate an additional $60,000 to 

construct a clubhouse.  The Mediterranean-style clubhouse, designed by local architecture firm Johnson, 

Miller, Miller and Yeager, opened in September 1925.  This amount is equal to a $2.3 million gift in 2017 

dollars.     

 

Tennis courts were eventually added to the park in the late 1920s.  ¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ ŎƻǳǊǘǎ ƭƛŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŀǊŜŀ ŀǎ 

the original courts.  Patrons have never paid fees to use the tennis courts.   

 

 
Aerial View of Rea Park 
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B. Existing Operations.    
 

The City of Terre Haute operates two golf facilities, Rea Park and Hulman Links, each of which is an 18-

hole course with a driving range and practice greens, as well as clubhouse facilities.  The courses occupy 

a total of 360 acres, or roughly 36 percent of the 1,000+ acres maintained by the Terre Haute Parks 

Department.   Rea Park golf professional David Kennedy estimated about 25,000 rounds of golf were 

played at Rea Park and approximately 20,000 rounds at Hulman Links in 2014.  However, the actual 

number of rounds played are not recorded by Rea Park personnel.   

 

The purpose of this study is to evaluate the conditions of the William S. Rea Park clubhouse building, 

and explore options for improvements to the clubhouse, golf course, tennis facilities, and accessory 

uses.   

 

The clubhouse has suffered significant deterioration over the years, which prompted the creation of 

Friends of Rea Park, Inc., a 501(c)3 non-profit organization that is encouraging the city to revitalize the 

parkΩǎ grounds and historic clubhouse.  This study focuses on the clubhouse, but also examines Rea Park 

as a whole for master planning purposes.   

 

Both Rea Park and Hulman Links are operated under the direction of the Terre Haute Parks Department.  

However, at the time of this study, the City of Terre Haute had distributed a formal request for 

proposals (RFP) regarding the operations and maintenance of Hulman Links and Rea Park.   

 

Both properties face financial challenges.  Over the past 12 years, Rea Park had a revenue stream of 

$5,918,100 and total expenditures of $7,045,400, for a net loss of $1,127,300.  The average loss during 

this time was around $94,000 per year.     

 

Terre Haute Parks Department ς Golf Course Revenue and Expenditures 

Rea Park and Hulman Links - 2009 thru 2016 

 
 Thousands of Dollars 
 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Total 

Rea Park  
Revenue 504.6 551.3 536.3 511.1 471.3 474.0 483.1 558.7 525.1 435.9 452.9 413.8 5918.1 

Expense 544.0 555.4 677.0 600.5 658.6 549.8 577.4 536.3 568.9 571.3 583.5 622.7 7045.4 

Diff 39.4 4.1 140.7 89.4 187.3 75.8 94.3 22.4 43.8 135.4 130.6 208.9 1127.3 

Hulman Links Golf Course 
Revenue 469.5 495.0 613.8 556.6 549.9 536.9 469.9 440.6 387.5 413.6 437.4 497.4 5868.1 

Expense 694.5 624.7 909.0 874.4 930.0 866.9 764.9 854.3 795.4 788.5 803.5 840.9 9747.0 

Diff 225.0 129.7 295.2 317.8 380.1 330.0 295.0 413.7 407.9 374.9 366.1 343.5 3878.8 

Total 
Revenue 974.1 1046.3 1150.1 1067.7 1021.2 1010.9 953.0 999.30 912.6 849.5 890.3 911.2 11786.2 

Expense 1238.5 1180.1 1586.1 1474.9 1588.6 1416.7 1342.3 1390.6 1364.3 1359.8 1387.0 1463.6 16792.5 

Diff 264.4 133.8 436.0 407.2 567.4 405.8 389.3 391.3 451.7 510.3 496.7 552.4 5006.3 

Data Courtesy of the Terre Haute Parks Department 
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In 2013, Rea Park was awarded a $1,100,000 settlement from Dupont Corporation.  This large award 

was the result of a chemical spray killing several trees on the Rea Park golf course property.  When this 

windfall is included, the Rea Park operation has largely been a άbreak evenέ proposition for the city 

since 2005.   

 

There are some concerns, however.  wŜŀ tŀǊƪΩǎ ƎƻƭŦ revenues have fallen the last four years by nearly 25 

percent, from $560,000 in 2012 to $414,000 in 2016.  And, after remaining steady for several years, 

expenses jumped significantly in 2016.  Rea Park lost more money in 2016 than in the previous 11 years 

due to record expenses.   

 

The cost of course labor, allowing tennis courts to be used by the public at no charge, no major 

marketing efforts, a lack of public/private partnerships being formed, free golf give-a-ways, and poor 

facility conditions may all have contributed to declining revenue.   

 

At Rea Park, many park assets are not being utilized, assets that if properly managed could possibly 

place the park into the black on a regular basis.  

 

The good news is local golfers are willing to share in the costs of supporting Hulman Links and Rea Park.  

Over the past 12 years, revenue for the two courses, which comes from golfing fees and operations, 

totaled $11,786,000.  The average yearly revenue is about one million dollars.  Of the total dollars 

needed to operate Hulman Links and Rea Park, golf revenue supported about 70 percent of the budget.  

Money from the parks department budget or other city line item paid for remaining expenses. 

 

Some may call it a fee, but what golfers in Terre Haute are paying is a άvoluntaryέ tax.  If you want to 

play golf at our public course, you pay a fee or tax.  A million dollars in voluntary taxes each year to play 

golf is proof that in Vigo County, the public has a significant interest in the game.                           

 

Rates for golf at Rea Park for the 2016 season were:    

    18 Holes 9 Holes 

Daily Fees 

Monday-Friday     $20.95  $10.95 

Weekend/Holiday    $23.95  $13.95 

Junior/College/Senior/City/County  $16.95  $8.95 

 

Carts 

Monday-Friday     $13  $9 

Weekend/Holiday    $20  $10 

 

Season Passes 
Family    $1,600                 Adult    $750 
College    $300                    Junior    $200  
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C. Map of Rea Park (Existing): 
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D. Goals and Considerations 
 
Although Rea Park is a popular golf course with the community, it has not been a breakeven operation.   

 

The clubhouse needs major improvements, as well as the tennis courts and other support facilities.  The 

course itself is in good condition, which stands to reason that other factors are impacting the golf 

experience at Rea Park.   

 

Revenue generating potential from physical improvements, such as banquet facilities, driving range, and 

tennis courts could help make the park financially independent.   

 
Goals for the Rea Park master plan, in priority rank, are:   
 

#1 Renovation of the Historic Clubhouse   

#2  Restoration or Relocation of the Tennis Court Facility 

#3  Improvements to the Driving Range 

#4  Bike/Walking Trail Development 

#5 Develop Family Park Area 

#6 Golf Course Enhancements 

 
These priorities are opportunities to improve Rea Park not just for golfers, but for the general public, 

while increasing the income potential and financial stability of the park.  Rea Park is not just a golf 

course, it is a park.  

 

Once these goals ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎΩǎ support and confirmation, Friends of Rea Park, Inc. will begin to 

develop and implement a fundraising plan.       
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E.  Rehabilitating the Historic 1925 Clubhouse  

 

The clubhouse facility was constructed in 1925 and has undergone minor renovations and additions in 

its 90+ years of operation.  The structure is built on an earthen pedestal, enhancing its stately 

Mediterranean style of white stucco, large columns, and red tile roof.  It consists of a main hall/lounge, 

pro shop, office, and kitchen area on the main level, with restrooms, Hall of Fame room, storage areas, 

and mechanical room on the lower level.  The west terrace has a basement-type area beneath it with an 

unexcavated dirt floor.   

 

Renovations between 1984 and 1986 included an addition to the northeast corner of the building for the 

expansion of the pro shop and the enclosing of the east balcony area.  An irrigation system for the 

course and a cart barn were also constructed during this time.  A series of modifications over time have 

made their mark on the building, significantly changing the character and functionality of the historic 

building.   

 
A complete renovation of the clubhouse is necessary in order to address the following problems and 

concerns.   

 
 

 
East Side of the Clubhouse 

 

Exterior.  The stucco exterior finish needs repaired and repainted.  Many of the large windows are 

single-pane, metal units that are original to the building.  Other window openings have been in-filled 

with glass block or vinyl replacement windows.  Some windows have been removed entirely.   

 

Existing doors are storefront replacements that do not resemble the original wooden French doors.  Side 

doors are metal replacements that show much wear.  Some of the doorways have been in-filled with 

solid material.   
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A new asphalt shingle roof (3rd layer) was put on the building in 2015, over an existing asphalt shingle 

roof that was installed in the 1980s.  The original building had a red clay tile roof, which was removed in 

the 1960s for the installation of an asphalt shingle roof.  Some of the gutters and downspouts do not 

drain water properly and contribute to the water intrusion problem on the lower level.   

 

The west side concrete terrace is deteriorating rapidly; temporary structural shoring has been placed in 

the unexcavated space below, and is a major safety concern.  Cast railings and limestone balustrades 

have been removed or covered up along the entire perimeter of the building.  Many of the exterior 

concrete stairways are unsafe or in poor condition, some of which have been closed off or removed.   

 

     
                

           Windows Blocked Shut                Deteriorating Steps on the East Side  

 

 

Clubhouse Westside  
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HVAC.  There is no central air conditioning in the building.  The pro shop, office, and kitchen areas use 

window air conditioning units.  Two gas, forced air furnaces are 28 years old (1987) and are the primary 

source of heat for the building.  Wood burning fireplaces are no longer used, but the chimneys and 

dampers are still in place in the main hall and pro shop.  

 

The original metal ductwork with coordinating supply and return grilles are still used for the delivery of 

warm air.  The addition has two electric baseboard heaters connected to a thermostat.  The enclosed 

balcony does not have a supplemental heat source.  

 

   
      Furnace          Pro Shop Window A/C 

 

Electrical service.  Two, single-phase, electrical services are located on the south side of the building, 

each providing 400 amps with a separate meter base.  A new transformer with a single service to the 

building would be preferable, as well as the relocation of the above ground power lines to underground.  

Some of the wiring has been updated in the building, but any remaining knob and tube wiring needs to 

be replaced.  Existing electrical panel boxes show evidence of water damage.  Exterior feature lighting 

has been removed and the remaining exterior lights are in disrepair.  Most of the original interior 

lighting fixtures have been changed, but are of poor quality, not working, or do not keep in character 

with the original décor of the building. 

 

 

  
      Outside Electrical Boxes      Inside Fuse Box 
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Plumbing.  The main water line into the ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŀ мέ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ   ¢ƘŜ рл Ǝŀƭƭƻƴ Ǝŀǎ ǿŀǘŜǊ ƘŜŀǘŜǊ ƛǎ мн 

ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻƭŘ όнллпύΦ  aŜƴΩǎ ŀƴŘ wƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǊŜǎǘrooms have two stalls each, even though there is space for 

additional stalls.  Restrooms used to have showers, and formerly served as locker rooms.  The facility 

lacks a utility mop sink and frost-proof exterior hose bibs.  The majority of the water supply lines are 

galvanized metal.  The ŘǊŀƛƴ ƭƛƴŜǎ ŀǊŜ Ŏŀǎǘ ƛǊƻƴΣ ōƻǘƘ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜŘΦ  ! мέ Ǝŀǎ ǎǳǇǇƭȅ 

services the building. 

 

   
        Water Heater           Outside Water Lines 
 

Energy efficiency.  The age of the building indicates that there is no insulation in the walls.  Four to six 

inches of loose insulation was added in the attic space in the 1960s.  The large expanses of single-pane 

windows and storefront doors are not energy efficient.  No insulation is evident in the lower level of the 

building.  The furnace is too old to meet Energy Star efficiency requirements.  Incandescent bulbs are 

the primary lighting source for the building, which could be replaced with CFLs or LEDs to improve 

energy efficiency. 

 

   
   Main Hall Windows       Water Damages in Main Hall Ceiling 

 

 

 


